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took up arms on behalf of the Polish reactionary party, and
the country turned to Prussia to aid it in defending the
constitution, the treacherous Frederick William not only
declined to do so, but began to send his troops to occupy
Polish territory. The upshot was the further dismember-
ment of Poland known as the Second Partition (1793).
" No sophistry in the world," writes Mr. Nisbet Bain, " can
extenuate the villainy of the Second Partition. The theft
of territory is its least offensive feature. It is the forcible
suppression of a national movement of reform, the hurling
back into the abyss of anarchy and corruption of a people
who, by incredible efforts and sacrifices, had struggled back
to liberty and order, which makes this great political crime
so wholly infamous. Yet here again the methods of the
Kussian Empress were less vile than those of the Prussian
King. Catherine openly took the risk of a bandit who
attacks an enemy against whom he has a grudge; Frederick
William II. came up, when the fight was over, to help
pillage a victim whom he had sworn to defend." *
After this the end came rapidly. The heroic patriot
Kosciuszko headed a popular rising against Russia; but
after a remarkable resistance to the combined forces of
the three partitioning powers, the insurrection was finally
suppressed in torrents of blood. The crowned bandits
nearly quarrelled between themselves over the booty, but
eventually in 1795 Austria, Russia, and Prussia signed a
treaty which left nothing of Poland on the map at all.
The effect upon the subsequent history of the world
of this crime against humanity, carried out by the three
most absolute dynasties in Europe, was incalculable. " The
annihilation of the Polish nationality has probably done
more to endanger the monarchies of Europe than any one
1 Slavonic Europe, p. 404.